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The narrator addresses the reader directly—as you read (and watch) him fall from the towers.  The poem uses powerful verbs to captures both the terror/desperation of the scene and a heart-breaking sense of love.

The poem was written in response to the 5th anniversary of 9/11 and is inspired by the falling man of the Twin Towers.

“You have picked me out.
Through a distant shot of a building burning
you have noticed now
that a white cotton shirt is twirling, turning.”

	The unknown speaker gives advice to soldier on how to survive in war.  The advice shows the threats, dangers and ignorance soldiers face in a foreign culture.

Brian Turner, is an American war veteran who fought in the Iraqi war.  Often autobiographical, his poems describe the terror, compassion, and loneliness of armed conflict.

“Inshallah means Allah be willing./Listen well when it is spoken”
	This poem challenges the idea that war is full of glory and honour.  It describes a dead German soldier with gruesome detail. 

Graves served three times in the first world war and was eventually discharged after his third wounding.  He was good friends with Siegfried Sassoon and is well known for his damning accounts of the Western Front.

“Today I found in Mametz Wood/A certain cure for lust of blood”
	The poem describes how the forgotten soldiers were found years later: pieces of them like broken crockery, unremembered by anyone except the land.

Mametz Wood was a scene of a fierce WW1 battle in the Somme between the Germans and a Welsh infantry division.  There were huge casualties, but the sacrifice of the Welshmen was never acknowledged.

“the china plate of a shoulder blade/the relic of a finger, the blown/and broken bird’s egg of a skull”
	The poem uses the metaphor of a foetus in the belly of its mother to describe the gunner and plane.  The fate of the gunner is brutal and unforgiving.


The ball turret was a plexi glass bauble that hung from beneath the fighter plane where the gunner could swing around and see in all directions to shoot.

“From my mother’s sleep I fell into the State,/And I hunched in its belly till my wet fur froze”
	The poem looks at war through the eyes of a photo journalist.  He must remain objective and unemotional but cannot help but be affected by the images he sees—unlike his editor and the readers who will feel nothing.

Duffy was inspired to write this poem because of a friendship with a photo journalist.  She was interested in the fine line they have to take between being observer and being involved.  

”In his dark room he is finally alone/with spools of suffering set out in ordered rows”
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The speaker questions how the soldier can exist in times of peace.  Each stanza names a body part and contrasts its function in war and peace time.


Explores the idea of how humans can perform such opposing physical and moral actions.  The poem raises the idea of the struggle and conflict within a soldier upon returning home


“Are eyes ready for the soft dance/of a butterfly’s bootless invasion?”

	The poem describes the torture of Muslim women during the Bosnian war.  They are raped and forced to watch the killing of a local farmer.

The German writer gives words to a female victim of the Bosnian war and her personal experiences. “Hasiba” is an Arabic word mean “of noble decent”.

“I know most of the soldiers too; they were neighbours, colleagues, relatives/they were men like you”
	The speaker is the wife of a soldier suffering from PTSD.  She describes the long process of trying to heal her husband mentally and emotionally.

“Laura’s Poem”--Armitage writes this poem after researching accounts of war and survival and reading about Eddie (a soldier who witnessed the Srebernica massacre) and Laura, his wife.  

“only then would he let me trace/the frozen river which ran through his face”


	The poem is in 3rd person and describes a field surgeon’s effort to save a female soldier.  The point of view shifts from the visions of the dying soldier and the surgeon trying to save her life.

Brian Turner, is an American war veteran who fought in the Iraqi war.  Often autobiographical, his poems describe the terror, compassion, and loneliness of armed conflict.

“when she closes her eyes/ the most beautiful colors rise in the darkness,/tangerine washing into Russian blue”
	The speaker is a soldier, perhaps frustrated from fighting, talking to a bullet he imagines is heading for him.

Brian Turner, is an American war veteran who fought in the Iraqi war.  Often autobiographical,  his poems describe the terror, compassion, and loneliness of armed conflict.

“if a body is what you want,/then here is bone and gristle and flesh!”
	In an imagined conversation, the speaker asks her brothers why he doesn’t like flowers.  The brother responds by describing a time in Kashmir when he saw a woman stoned to death and the shape of the blood on fabric looked like flowers. 

The poem is part of a collection Diaz writes about growing up on a Mojave Indian reservation and having a brother addicted to drugs. The war image is perhaps a metaphor for her brother’s addiction.

”Blood burst through the sheet/like a patch of violets, a hundred roses in bloom”
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