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[bookmark: _Toc133412316]English Literature Sample Exam Questions
Previous exam questions—these are good practice to do for revision, but please don’t assume that something won’t come up again just because it has come up previously!
	Text
	Exam
	Extract
	Question

	Romeo and Juliet
	2022
	Act 2 Scene 2
	Starting with this speech, explore how Shakespeare presents Romeo’s feelings towards Juliet.

	
	2020 / 2021
	Act 1 Scene 1
	Starting with this speech, explore how Shakespeare presents the effects of the conflict between the Capulet and the Montague families.

	
	2019
	Act 1 Scene 5
	Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Romeo and Juliet. 

	
	2018
	Act 3 Scene 5
	Starting with this moment in the play, explore how Shakespeare presents relationships between adults and young people in Romeo and Juliet. 

	
	2017
	Act 1 Scene 1
	Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare presents aggressive male behaviour in Romeo and Juliet. 

	
	Sample Paper 3
	Act 2 Scene 2
	Starting with this moment in the play, how does Shakespeare present Romeo’s attitudes to love? 

	
	Sample Paper 2
	Act 3 Scene 2
	Starting with this speech, explore how Shakespeare presents attitudes towards love in Romeo and Juliet.

	
	Sample Paper 1
	Act 1 Scene 2
	Starting with this conversation, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Lord Capulet as a good father.



	Text
	Exam
	Extract
	Question

	A Christmas Carol
	2022
	Stave 2
	Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens presents the effects of loneliness and isolation.

	
	2021
	Stave 3
	Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens presents the suffering of the poor in A Christmas Carol

	
	2020
	
	

	
	2019
	Stave 1
	Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens uses the ghosts to help Scrooge change his attitudes and behaviour. 

	
	2018
	Stave 4
	Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens presents Scrooge’s fears in A Christmas Carol. 

	
	2017
	Stave 3
	Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens uses the Cratchit family to show the struggles of the poor. 

	
	Sample Paper 3
	Stave 2
	Starting with this extract, explore how far Dickens presents Christmas as a joyful time. 

	
	Sample Paper 2
	Stave 3
	Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present the importance of family in A Christmas Carol?

	
	Sample Paper 1
	Stave 1
	Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present Scrooge as an outsider to society?







	Text
	Exam
	Question
	Question

	An Inspector Calls
	2022
	How far does Priestley present Eric as a character that learns important lessons about society?
	Priestley shows how inequality in society leads to tragedy. How far do you agree with this view?

	
	2021
	How far does Priestley present Mr Birling as a man who cares only for himself and his family?
	How far does Priestley present male characters as irresponsible in the play?

	
	2020
	
	

	
	2019
	How does Priestley present selfishness and its effects in An Inspector Calls? 
	How does Priestley present Sheila as a character who learns important lessons about herself and society? 

	
	2018
	How far does Priestley present Eric as a character who changes his attitudes
towards himself and others during the play?
	How does Priestley explore the importance of social class in An Inspector Calls?

	
	2017
	How far does Priestley present Mrs Birling as an unlikeable character? 
	How does Priestley use the character of the Inspector to suggest ways that society could be improved? 

	
	Sample Paper 3
	How does Priestley present Gerald’s relationships with women in An Inspector Calls? 
	How does Priestley use Eva Smith to represent poverty in An Inspector Calls? 

	
	Sample Paper 2
	How does Priestley present some of the differences between the older and younger generations in An Inspector Calls?
	What do you think is the importance of the ending of An Inspector Calls?

	
	Sample Paper 1
	How and why does Sheila change in An Inspector Calls?
	How does Priestley explore responsibility in An Inspector Calls?



	Text
	Exam
	Poem
	Question

	Love and Relationships
	2022
	Sonnet 29
	Power of love

	
	2020/2021
	Walking Away
	Family relationships

	
	2019
	Winter Swans
	Romantic feelings

	
	2018
	Singh Song
	Romantic love 

	
	2017
	Mother, any distance
	Growing up

	
	Sample Paper 3
	Letters from Yorkshire
	Strong connects between people

	
	Sample Paper 2
	Sonnet 29
	Romantic Love

	
	Sample Paper 1
	Follower
	Attitudes towards a parent




[bookmark: _Toc133412317][bookmark: _Hlk132814543]Romeo and Juliet: English Literature Paper 1 Section A

Possible characters who could feature in exam questions: (Make sure you know what you would write about each of these characters or about the relationships between any of them e.g. Lord Capulet and Juliet.)
Romeo, Juliet, Lord Capulet, Lady Capulet, Lord Montague, The Nurse, Benvolio, Mercutio, Friar Lawrence, Tybalt, The Prince, Paris
Possible themes which could feature in exam questions: (Again, make sure you know what you would write for each of these possibilities.)
Love, Death, Conflict, Friendship, Loyalty, Fathers and Daughters, Parents, Parental Roles, Mothers, Violence, Fate, Individual v Society, Family and Duty, Hatred, Honour, Generations, Women, Men, Revenge.

Make your own notes about the themes and characters in Romeo and Juliet below: 
[image: Romeo and Juliet - Wikipedia]

Romeo and Juliet

Read the following extract from Act 3 Scene 5 of Romeo and Juliet, and then answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Juliet is resisting her father’s attempts to get her to marry Paris.
[bookmark: speech43]LADY CAPULET
[bookmark: 3.5.143][bookmark: 3.5.144]Ay, sir; but she will none, she gives you thanks.
I would the fool were married to her grave!
[bookmark: speech44]CAPULET
[bookmark: 3.5.145][bookmark: 3.5.146][bookmark: 3.5.147][bookmark: 3.5.148][bookmark: 3.5.149]Soft! take me with you, take me with you, wife.
How! will she none? doth she not give us thanks?
Is she not proud? doth she not count her blest,
Unworthy as she is, that we have wrought
So worthy a gentleman to be her bridegroom?
[bookmark: speech45]JULIET
[bookmark: 3.5.150][bookmark: 3.5.151][bookmark: 3.5.152]Not proud, you have; but thankful, that you have:
Proud can I never be of what I hate;
But thankful even for hate, that is meant love.
[bookmark: speech46]CAPULET
[bookmark: 3.5.153][bookmark: 3.5.154][bookmark: 3.5.155][bookmark: 3.5.156][bookmark: 3.5.157][bookmark: 3.5.158][bookmark: 3.5.159][bookmark: 3.5.160][bookmark: 3.5.161]How now, how now, chop-logic! What is this?
'Proud,' and 'I thank you,' and 'I thank you not;'
And yet 'not proud,' mistress minion, you,
Thank me no thankings, nor, proud me no prouds,
But fettle your fine joints 'gainst Thursday next,
To go with Paris to Saint Peter's Church,
Or I will drag thee on a hurdle thither.
Out, you green-sickness carrion! out, you baggage!
You tallow-face!
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10






15


















[bookmark: _Toc133412318]Starting with this exchange, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Juliet as a faithful daughter.

Write about:
· how Shakespeare presents Juliet in this extract;
· how Shakespeare presents Juliet in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]AO4 [4 marks]

Romeo and Juliet

Read the following extract from Act 3 Scene 1 of Romeo and Juliet, and then answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Mercutio and Tybalt fight, and Mercutio is fatally wounded.
[bookmark: speech27]MERCUTIO
[bookmark: 3.1.75][bookmark: 3.1.76][bookmark: 3.1.77][bookmark: 3.1.78][bookmark: 3.1.79][bookmark: 3.1.80]Good king of cats, nothing but one of your nine lives; that I mean to make bold withal, and as you shall use me hereafter, drybeat the rest of the eight. Will you pluck your sword out of his pitcher by the ears? Make haste, lest mine be about your ears ere it be out.
[bookmark: speech28]TYBALT
[bookmark: 3.1.81]I am for you.     Drawing
[bookmark: speech29]ROMEO
[bookmark: 3.1.82]Gentle Mercutio, put thy rapier up.
MERCUTIO
[bookmark: 3.1.83]Come, sir, your passado.     They fight
TYBALT under ROMEO's arm stabs MERCUTIO, and flies with his followers
[bookmark: speech32]MERCUTIO
[bookmark: 3.1.89][bookmark: 3.1.90][bookmark: 3.1.91]I am hurt.
A plague o' both your houses! I am sped.
Is he gone, and hath nothing?
[bookmark: speech33]BENVOLIO
[bookmark: 3.1.92]What, art thou hurt?
[bookmark: speech34]MERCUTIO
[bookmark: 3.1.93][bookmark: 3.1.94]Ay, ay, a scratch, a scratch; marry, 'tis enough.
Where is my page? Go, villain, fetch a surgeon.







5
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[bookmark: _Toc133412319]Starting with this conversation, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Mercutio as a character of contrasts.

Write about:
· how Shakespeare presents different aspects of Mercutio’s character in this extract;
· how Shakespeare presents different aspects of Mercutio’s character in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


Romeo and Juliet

Read the following extract from Act 4 Scene 1 of Romeo and Juliet, and then answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Juliet is expressing her displeasure at her impending marriage to Paris.








5




10



JULIET
[bookmark: 4.1.78][bookmark: 4.1.79][bookmark: 4.1.80][bookmark: 4.1.81][bookmark: 4.1.82][bookmark: 4.1.83][bookmark: 4.1.84][bookmark: 4.1.85][bookmark: 4.1.86][bookmark: 4.1.87][bookmark: 4.1.88][bookmark: 4.1.89]O, bid me leap, rather than marry Paris,
From off the battlements of yonder tower;
Or walk in thievish ways; or bid me lurk
Where serpents are; chain me with roaring bears;
Or shut me nightly in a charnel-house,
O'er-cover'd quite with dead men's rattling bones,
With reeky shanks and yellow chapless skulls;
Or bid me go into a new-made grave
And hide me with a dead man in his shroud;
Things that, to hear them told, have made me tremble;
And I will do it without fear or doubt,
To live an unstain'd wife to my sweet love.














[bookmark: _Toc133412320]Starting with this exchange, explain Shakespeare’s presents the role of women.

Write about:
· how Shakespeare presents the role of women in this extract;
· how Shakespeare presents the role of women in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]



[bookmark: _Hlk132813385]Romeo and Juliet 

Read the following extract from Act 3 Scene 1 of Romeo and Juliet and then answer the question that follows. 

At this point in the play Romeo is reacting to the death of Mercutio.
ROMEO
This gentleman, the prince's near ally,


My very friend, hath got his mortal hurt


In my behalf; my reputation stain'd


With Tybalt's slander,--Tybalt, that an hour


Hath been my kinsman! O sweet Juliet,


Thy beauty hath made me effeminate


And in my temper soften'd valour's steel!
110
[Re-enter BENVOLIO]
BENVOLIO
O Romeo, Romeo, brave Mercutio's dead!


That gallant spirit hath aspired the clouds,


Which too untimely here did scorn the earth.

ROMEO
This day's black fate on more days doth depend;


This but begins the woe, others must end.

BENVOLIO
Here comes the furious Tybalt back again.

ROMEO
Alive, in triumph! and Mercutio slain!


Away to heaven, respective lenity,


And fire-eyed fury be my conduct now!
























[bookmark: _Toc133412321]Starting with this conversation, explain how Shakespeare presents Romeo as a passionate character.
 
Write about: 
· how Shakespeare presents Romeo in this extract 
· how Shakespeare presents Romeo in the play as a whole. 
(30 Marks)
     		AO4 (4 Marks)



Romeo and Juliet 



Read this extract from the tense discussion between Juliet and her Nurse in Act 3, Scene 5 of Romeo and Juliet, then answer the question that follows. 

At this point of the play, Juliet has been ordered by her parents to marry Paris and she has refused.


Juliet
O God!—O nurse, how shall this be prevented?
My husband is on earth, my faith in heaven;
How shall that faith return again to earth,
Unless that husband send it me from heaven
By leaving earth? Comfort me, counsel me!
Alack, alack, that heaven should practice stratagems
Upon so soft a subject as myself!
What say’st thou? Hast thou not a word of joy?
Some comfort, nurse.

Nurse
Faith, here it is.
Romeo is banished, and all the world to nothing
That he dares ne’er come back to challenge you;
Or if he do, it needs must be by stealth.
Then, since the case so stands as now it doth,
I think it best you married with the County.
O he’s a lovely gentleman!
Romeo’s a dishclout to him. An eagle, madam,
Hath not so green, so quick, so fair an eye
As Paris hath. Beshrow my very heart,
I think you are happy in this second match,
For it excels your first; or if it did not,
Your first is dead, or ’twere as good he were
As living here and you no use of him.

Juliet
Speak’st thou from thy heart?

Nurse
And from my soul too, else beshrew them both.

Juliet
Amen!.


































[bookmark: _Toc133412322]Starting with this conversation, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents The Nurse as a good friend to Juliet.

Write about:
• how Shakespeare presents their friendship in this extract
• how Shakespeare presents their friendship in the play as a whole.

[30 marks] AO4 [4 marks]

Romeo and Juliet 


Read this extract from the conversation between Lady Capulet, The Nurse and Juliet in Act 1, Scene 3 of Romeo and Juliet, then answer the question that follows. 

At this point of the play, Lady Capulet is informing her daughter that Paris has asked to marry her.

Lady Capulet 
Well, think of marriage now; younger than you,
Here in Verona, ladies of esteem,
Are made already mothers. By my count,
I was your mother much upon these years
That you are now a maid. Thus then in brief:
The valiant Paris seeks you for his love.

Nurse 
A man, young lady! Lady, such a man
As all the world—why, he’s a man of wax.

Lady Capulet
Verona’s summer hath not such a flower.

Nurse
Nay, he’s a flower, in faith, a very flower.

Lady Capulet 
What say you? Can you love the gentleman?
This night you shall behold him at our feast;
Read o’er the volume of young Paris’ face,
And find delight writ there with beauty’s pen;
Examine every married lineament,
And see how one another lends content;
And what obscur’d in this fair volume lies
Find written in the margent of his eyes.
This precious book of love, this unbound lover,
To beautify him, only lacks a cover.
The fish lives in the sea, and ’tis much pride
For fair without the fair within to hide.
That book in many’s eyes doth share the glory,
That in gold clasps locks in the golden story;
So shall you share all that he doth possess,
By having him, making yourself no less.




































[bookmark: _Toc133412323]Starting with this conversation, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Lady Capulet as a good mother in Romeo and Juliet.

Write about:
• how Shakespeare presents Lady Capulet as a good mother in this extract
• how Shakespeare presents Lady Capulet as a good mother in the play as a whole.

[30 marks] AO4 [4 marks]

Romeo and Juliet

Read the following extract from Act 4 Scene 1 of Romeo and Juliet, and then answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Friar Lawrence describes a plan to Juliet for her to fake her own death to avoid marrying Paris.

[bookmark: speech30]FRIAR LAWRENCE
[bookmark: 4.1.90][bookmark: 4.1.91][bookmark: 4.1.92][bookmark: 4.1.93][bookmark: 4.1.94][bookmark: 4.1.95][bookmark: 4.1.96][bookmark: 4.1.97][bookmark: 4.1.98][bookmark: 4.1.99][bookmark: 4.1.100][bookmark: 4.1.101][bookmark: 4.1.102][bookmark: 4.1.103][bookmark: 4.1.104][bookmark: 4.1.105][bookmark: 4.1.106][bookmark: 4.1.107]Hold, then; go home, be merry, give consent
To marry Paris: Wednesday is to-morrow:
To-morrow night look that thou lie alone;
Let not thy nurse lie with thee in thy chamber:
Take thou this vial, being then in bed,
And this distilled liquor drink thou off;
When presently through all thy veins shall run
A cold and drowsy humour, for no pulse
Shall keep his native progress, but surcease:
No warmth, no breath, shall testify thou livest;
The roses in thy lips and cheeks shall fade
To paly ashes, thy eyes' windows fall,
Like death, when he shuts up the day of life;
Each part, deprived of supple government,
Shall, stiff and stark and cold, appear like death:
And in this borrow'd likeness of shrunk death
Thou shalt continue two and forty hours,
And then awake as from a pleasant sleep.







5




10




15



















[bookmark: _Toc133412324]Starting with this speech, explain how Shakespeare presents the character of Friar Lawrence 

Write about:
· how Shakespeare presents Friar Lawrence in this speech;
· how Shakespeare presents Friar Lawrence in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


Romeo and Juliet
Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 3 of Romeo and Juliet, and then answer the question that follows.
At this point in the play, the nurse is remembering Juliet at a baby, when she cared for her.






NURSE
Even or odd, of all days in the year,
Come Lammas-eve at night shall she be fourteen.
Susan and she--God rest all Christian souls!--
Were of an age: well, Susan is with God;
She was too good for me: but, as I said,
On Lammas-eve at night shall she be fourteen;
That shall she, marry; I remember it well.
'Tis since the earthquake now eleven years;
And she was wean'd,--I never shall forget it,--
Of all the days of the year, upon that day:
For I had then laid wormwood to my dug,
Sitting in the sun under the dove-house wall;
My lord and you were then at Mantua:--
Nay, I do bear a brain:--but, as I said,
When it did taste the wormwood on the nipple
Of my dug and felt it bitter, pretty fool,
To see it tetchy and fall out with the dug!





[bookmark: _Toc133412325]Starting with this speech, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents the Nurse as more of a mother to Juliet than Lady Capulet.
Write about:
· how Shakespeare presents Nurse in this extract;
· how Shakespeare presents the differences between the Nurse and Lady Capulet in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks


Romeo and Juliet
Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 1 of Romeo and Juliet, and then answer the question that follows.
At this point in the play, the Prince is reacting to the latest in a series of fights between the families of Montague and Capulet.
[image: ]
















[bookmark: _Toc133412326]Starting with this speech, explain the extent to which you think Shakespeare presents the Prince as a strong leader.
Write about:
• how Shakespeare presents the Prince in this extract;
• how Shakespeare presents the Prince in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


[bookmark: _Toc133412327][bookmark: _Hlk132816212]A Christmas Carol: English Literature Paper 1 Section B

Possible characters who could feature in exam questions: (Make sure you know what you would write about each of these characters or about the relationships between any of them e.g. Scrooge and Fred.)
Scrooge, Jacob Marley, Bob Cratchit, The Ghost of Christmas Past, The Ghost of Christmas Present, The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, Fred, The Cratchit Family, Tiny Tim, Belle, Ignorance and Want, Minor characters e.g. Belle’s Family, The Miners, The Lighthouse Keepers, The Carol Singer, The Portly Gentlemen.
Possible themes which could feature in exam questions: (Again, make sure you know what you would write for each of these possibilities.)
Transformation, Greed, Benevolence, Society, Love, Christmas, Family, Generosity, Past/ Present/ Future/ Time, Kindness, Humility, Joy, Forgiveness, Redemption, Responsibility, Isolation and Loneliness, Compassion, Choices, Selfishness, Poverty, Children, Ignorance and Want, Change, Death, Ghosts and The Supernatural, Charity, Social Injustice, 
[bookmark: _Hlk132883481][bookmark: _Hlk132815344]Make your own notes about the themes and characters in A Christmas Carol below: 
[image: A Christmas Carol – VocalEyes]

A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Fred is preparing to say farewell to Scrooge. 25

		“Don’t be angry, uncle. Come! Dine with us to-morrow.”20
15
10
5

	Scrooge said that he would see him—yes, indeed he did. He
went the whole length of the expression, and said that he would see
him in that extremity first.
	“But why?” cried Scrooge’s nephew. “Why?”
	“Why did you get married?” said Scrooge.
	“Because I fell in love.”
	“Because you fell in love!” growled Scrooge, as if that were the only one thing in the world more ridiculous than a merry Christmas.
	“Good afternoon!”
	“Nay, uncle, but you never came to see me before that happened. Why give it as a reason for not coming now?”
	“Good afternoon,” said Scrooge.
	“I want nothing from you; I ask nothing of you; why cannot we
	be friends?”
	“Good afternoon,” said Scrooge.
	“I am sorry, with all my heart, to find you so resolute. We have never had any quarrel, to which I have been a party. But I have made the trial in homage to Christmas, and I’ll keep my Christmas humour to the last. So A Merry Christmas, uncle!”
	“Good afternoon!” said Scrooge.
	“And A Happy New Year!”
	“Good afternoon!” said Scrooge.
	His nephew left the room without an angry word, notwithstanding.



[bookmark: _Toc133412328]Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present love in A Christmas Carol?	

Write about: 

• how Dickens presents love in this extract 
• how Dickens presents love in the novel as a whole. 

[30 marks]


[bookmark: _Hlk132815441]A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract the narrator is introducing us to the characters of Scrooge and Marley. 
		MARLEY was dead, to begin with. There is no doubt whatever about that. The register of his burial was signed by the clergyman, the clerk, the undertaker, and the chief mourner. Scrooge signed it. And Scrooge’s name was good upon ’Change, for anything he chose to put his hand to.5

	Old Marley was as dead as a door-nail. Mind! I don’t mean to say that I know, of my own knowledge, what there is particularly dead about a door-nail. I might have been inclined, myself, to regard a coffin-nail as the deadest piece of ironmongery in the trade. But the wisdom of our ancestors is in the simile; and my unhallowed hands shall not disturb it, or the Country’s done for. You will therefore permit me to repeat, emphatically, that Marley was as dead as a door-nail.10

	Scrooge knew he was dead? Of course he did. How could it be otherwise? Scrooge and he were partners for I don’t know how many years. Scrooge was his sole executor, his sole administrator, his sole assign, his sole residuary legatee, his sole friend, and sole mourner. And even Scrooge was not so dreadfully cut up by the sad event, but that he was an excellent man of business on the very day of the funeral, and solemnised it with an undoubted bargain.20
15




[bookmark: _Toc133412329]‘Scrooge is presented as a powerful, yet solitary, figure at the start of the novel.’ Starting with this extract, how far do you agree with this statement? 

Write about: 

• how Dickens presents the Scrooge in this extract 
• how Dickens presents Scrooge in the novel as a whole. 

[30 marks]


[bookmark: _Hlk132815536]A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Fred is explaining his views on the importance of Christmas 



		““There are many things from which I might have derived good, by which I have not profited, I dare say,” returned the nephew.10
5

“Christmas among the rest. But I am sure I have always thought of
Christmas time, when it has come round—apart from the veneration
due to its sacred name and origin, if anything belonging to it can be
apart from that—as a good time; a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time; the only time I know of, in the long calendar of the year, when men and women seem by one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of people below them as if they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race of creatures bound on other journeys. And therefore, uncle, though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver in my pocket, I believe that it has done me good, and will do me good; and I say, God bless it!”





[bookmark: _Toc133412330]Starting with this extract, write about how Dickens presents ideas about charity and Christmas in A Christmas Carol.	

Write about: 

• what Fred says about Christmas and charity in this extract 
• how Dickens presents Christmas and charity in the novel as a whole. 

[30 marks]




[bookmark: _Hlk132815660]A Christmas Carol


Read the following extract from Chapter 2 and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Scrooge has just woken up after his meeting with Marley’s ghost.


		WHEN Scrooge awoke, it was so dark, that looking out of bed, he could scarcely distinguish the transparent window from the opaque walls of his chamber. He was endeavouring to pierce the darkness with his ferret eyes, when the chimes of a neighbouring church struck the four quarters. So he listened for the hour.15
10
5

	To his great astonishment the heavy bell went on from six to
seven, and from seven to eight, and regularly up to twelve; then
stopped. Twelve! It was past two when he went to bed. The clock was wrong. An icicle must have got into the works. Twelve!
	He touched the spring of his repeater, to correct this most
preposterous clock. Its rapid little pulse beat twelve: and stopped.
	“Why, it isn’t possible,” said Scrooge, “that I can have slept
through a whole day and far into another night. It isn’t possible that
anything has happened to the sun, and this is twelve at noon!”
The idea being an alarming one, he scrambled out of bed, and
groped his way to the window. He was obliged to rub the frost off
with the sleeve of his dressing-gown before he could see anything;
and could see very little then. All he could make out was, that it was
still very foggy and extremely cold, and that there was no noise of20

people running to and fro, and making a great stir, as there
unquestionably would have been if night had beaten off bright day,
and taken possession of the world.



[bookmark: _Toc133412331]Starting with this extract, write about how Dickens explores time in A Christmas Carol.


Write about: 

• how Dickens presents time in this extract 
• how Dickens presents time in the novel as a whole. 


[30 marks]


[bookmark: _Hlk132815881]A Christmas Carol


Read the following extract from Chapter 3 and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Scrooge and the Ghost of Christmas Present have just seen the Cratchits wish each other a Merry Christmas. 


		“Spirit,” said Scrooge, with an interest he had never felt before, “tell me if Tiny Tim will live.”15
10
5

	“I see a vacant seat,” replied the Ghost, “in the poor chimney corner, and a crutch without an owner, carefully preserved. If these shadows remain unaltered by the Future, the child will die.”
	“No, no,” said Scrooge. “Oh, no, kind Spirit! say he will be
spared.”
	“If these shadows remain unaltered by the Future, none other of my race,” returned the Ghost, “will find him here. What then? If he be like to die, he had better do it, and decrease the surplus population.”
	Scrooge hung his head to hear his own words quoted by the
Spirit, and was overcome with penitence and grief.
	“Man,” said the Ghost, “if man you be in heart, not adamant,
forbear that wicked cant until you have discovered What the surplus
is, and Where it is. Will you decide what men shall live, what men
shall die? It may be, that in the sight of Heaven, you are more
worthless and less fit to live than millions like this poor man’s child.
Oh God! to hear the Insect on the leaf pronouncing on the too much20

life among his hungry brothers in the dust!”



[bookmark: _Toc133412332]‘Tiny Tim has the biggest effect on changing Scrooge’s character’ Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this statement. 

Write about: 

• how Dickens presents a changed Scrooge in this extract 
• how Dickens presents Scrooge in the novel as a whole. 

[30 marks]


A Christmas Carol


Read the following extract from Chapter 4 and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come has just appeared before Scrooge. 


		THE Phantom slowly, gravely, silently approached. When it came near him, Scrooge bent down upon his knee; for in the very air through which this Spirit moved it seemed to scatter gloom and15
10
5

mystery.
	It was shrouded in a deep black garment, which concealed its
head, its face, its form, and left nothing of it visible save one
outstretched hand. But for this it would have been difficult to detach
its figure from the night, and separate it from the darkness by which it was surrounded.
	He felt that it was tall and stately when it came beside him, and that its mysterious presence filled him with a solemn dread. He knew no more, for the Spirit neither spoke nor moved.
“I am in the presence of the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come?”
said Scrooge.
	The Spirit answered not, but pointed onward with its hand.



[bookmark: _Toc133412333]‘The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come is the most threatening of all the ghosts.’ Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this statement.

Write about: 

• how Dickens presents the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come in this extract 
• how Dickens presents the ghosts in the novel as a whole. 
	

[30 marks]



A Christmas Carol
Read the following extract from Chapter 4 and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Scrooge’s reaction to the Ghost of Christmas yet to Come is being described. 


			Although well used to ghostly company by this time, Scrooge
	feared the silent shape so much that his legs trembled beneath him,
and he found that he could hardly stand when he prepared to follow it. 	15
10
5

	The Spirit paused a moment, as observing his condition, and giving him time to recover.
	But Scrooge was all the worse for this. It thrilled him with a
vague uncertain horror, to know that behind the dusky shroud, there
were ghostly eyes intently fixed upon him, while he, though he
stretched his own to the utmost, could see nothing but a spectral hand and one great heap of black.
	“Ghost of the Future!” he exclaimed, “I fear you more than any spectre I have seen. But as I know your purpose is to do me good, and as I hope to live to be another man from what I was, I am prepared to bear you company, and do it with a thankful heart. Will you not speak to me?”
	It gave him no reply. The hand was pointed straight before them.
	“Lead on!” said Scrooge. “Lead on! The night is waning fast,
and it is precious time to me, I know. Lead on, Spirit!”



[bookmark: _Toc133412334]Starting with this extract, write about how fear is presented in A Christmas Carol.

Write about: 

• how Dickens presents fear in this extract 
• how Dickens presents fear in the novel as a whole. 
	

[30 marks

A Christmas Carol
Read the following extract from Chapter 4 and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Old Joe is discussing the death of the employer of Mrs Dilber and the charwoman. 


			“Every person has a right to take care of themselves. He 	always did.”15
10
5

	“That’s true, indeed!” said the laundress. “No man more so.”
	“Why then, don’t stand staring as if you was afraid, woman;
who’s the wiser? We’re not going to pick holes in each other’s coats,
I suppose?”
	“No, indeed!” said Mrs. Dilber and the man together. “We
should hope not.
	“Very well, then!” cried the woman. “That’s enough. Who’s the worse for the loss of a few things like these? Not a dead man, I
suppose.”
	“No, indeed,” said Mrs. Dilber, laughing.
	“If he wanted to keep ’em after he was dead, a wicked old
screw,” pursued the woman, “why wasn’t he natural in his lifetime? If
he had been, he’d have had somebody to look after him when he was struck with Death, instead of lying gasping out his last there, alone by himself.”
	“It’s the truest word that ever was spoke,” said Mrs. Dilber. “It’s a judgment on him.”20

	“I wish it was a little heavier judgment,” replied the woman



[bookmark: _Toc133412335]Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens presents attitudes to life and death in A Christmas Carol.

Write about: 

• how the characters talk about life and death in this extract 
• how Dickens presents attitudes to life and death in the novel as a whole. 
	

[30 marks]


A Christmas Carol
Read the following extract from Chapter 5 and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Scrooge has arrived at the house of Fred, his nephew.


		He passed the door a dozen times, before he had the courage to go up and knock. But he made a dash, and did it:15
10
5

	“Is your master at home, my dear?” said Scrooge to the girl. Nice girl! Very.
	“Yes, sir.”
	“Where is he, my love?” said Scrooge.
	“He’s in the dining-room, sir, along with mistress. I’ll show you
up-stairs, if you please.”
	“Thank’ee. He knows me,” said Scrooge, with his hand already on the dining-room lock. “I’ll go in here, my dear.”
	He turned it gently, and sidled his face in, round the door. They were looking at the table (which was spread out in great array); for these young housekeepers are always nervous on such points, and like to see that everything is right.
	“Fred!” said Scrooge.
	Dear heart alive, how his niece by marriage started! Scrooge had forgotten, for the moment, about her sitting in the corner with the footstool, or he wouldn’t have done it, on any account.
	“Why bless my soul!” cried Fred, “who’s that?”20

	“It’s I. Your uncle Scrooge. I have come to dinner. Will you let
me in, Fred?”
	Let him in! It is a mercy he didn’t shake his arm off. He was at
home in five minutes. Nothing could be heartier. 



[bookmark: _Toc133412336]Starting with this extract, write about the importance of family and social interaction in A Christmas Carol.


Write about: 

• how family and social interaction is shown in this extract
• how family and social interaction is shown in the novel as a whole. 








[30 marks]


[bookmark: _Toc133412337][bookmark: _Hlk132817366]An Inspector Calls: English Literature Paper 2 Section A
Possible characters who could feature in exam questions: (Make sure you know what you would write about each of these characters or about the relationships between any of them e.g. Mr Birling and Sheila.)
Mr Birling, Sheila, Mrs Birling, Eric, Gerald, Eva Smith/ Daisy Renton, Inspector Goole, Minor Characters: Edna (could be referenced by you in connection with a question on the working class.)
Possible themes which could feature in exam questions: (Again, make sure you know what you would write for each of these possibilities.)
Socialism, Social Responsibility, Social Injustice, Poverty, Greed, Capitalism, Exploitation, Class, Women, Men, Loyalty, Age, Generations, Public v Private, Guilt, Change, Power, Status, Blame, Personal Responsibility,  

Make your own notes about the themes and characters in An Inspector Calls below: 
[image: REVIEW: An Inspector Calls, Grand Opera House, York, until Saturday | York  Press]

[bookmark: _Toc133412338]An Inspector Calls Questions
	[bookmark: _Hlk132817550]How does 
Priestley explore 
ignorance in 
the play?
	How does Priestley present differences between the attitudes of the younger and older generations?
	How does Priestley
 explore regret 
and repentance 
in the play?
	How far does 
Priestley present 
Mrs Birling as an 
unlikeable character? *

	How does 
Priestley explore responsibility in 
An Inspector Calls? 
	How does Priestley present Sheila as a character who learns important lessons about herself and society? 
	How far do you agree 
that Priestley is successful 
in portraying the inequality of the classes?
	How far does 
Priestley present 
Sheila as a relatable character?

	How does Priestley use the characters in the play to deliver messages about how to treat other people?
	How does Priestley 
explore the importance 
of money in An
 Inspector Calls?
	How does Priestley 
explore ideas about 
guilt in An 
Inspector Calls?
	How does Priestley 
explore the 
importance of choices in 
An Inspector Calls?

	How does Priestley use the character of the Inspector to suggest ways that society could be improved? 
	How does 
Priestley explore 
pride in An 
Inspector Calls?
	To what extent do 
you agree Mrs Birling
 is most to blame for the death of Eva Smith?
	To what extent do you agree that Eva Smith’s death was not the fault of one individual character?

	How far do you think Priestley uses the Birling family to fairly represent the upper-middle class?
	How does Priestley 
present attitudes
 to women in 
the play?
	How and why 
does Sheila 
change in An 
Inspector Calls? *
	How does Priestley use the character of Eva Smith to present the struggle of the lower classes?

	How does Priestley 
explore the importance 
of social class in 
An Inspector Calls?
	How does Priestley 
use the character 
of Sheila to present 
hope for the future?
	How does Priestley 
present the Socialist
 ideas of fairness and equality in the play?
	How far does
 Priestley present 
Eric as foolish 
and immature?

	How does Priestley 
present selfishness 
and its effects in An Inspector Calls? 
	To what extent do 
you believe Priestley’s messages in the play are 
still relevant today?
	How does Priestley 
present the differences between the characters of Sheila and Mrs Birling?
	How does Priestley 
explore the idea that 
people and society are capable of change?

	How does Priestley 
use the Birling 
family to explore
 the abuse of power?
	How does Priestley 
present the Inspector’s impact on other characters 
in the play?
	How does 
Priestley present relationships in 
An Inspector Calls?
	How far does Priestley present Eric as a character who changes his attitudes during the play? 

	How far does 
Priestley present Gerald
 as blameless for the 
death of Eva Smith?
	How does Priestley use 
the character of Mr Birling 
to present ideas about 
social responsibility?
	How does 
Priestley present 
privilege in An 
Inspector Calls?
	How important
 is the character
 of Mr Birling 
to the play?

	How important is the character of Eric in demonstrating Priestley’s ideas?
	How successfully is the idea of collective responsibility explored in this play, through the use of the Inspector?
	How does Priestley use Gerald Croft’s status to show his ideas about society?
	How successfully does Priestley present the different attitudes between the older and
younger generations in An Inspector Calls?

	Why did Priestley create the Birling family as the central characters in An Inspector Calls?
	How does Priestley use Mr Birling to present his ideas about employers’ responsibility?
	How does Priestley present his ideas about social class in An Inspector Calls?
	Why does Priestley present Eva Smith without the audience ever getting to see her or hear
her in An Inspector Calls?

	How does Priestley show his ideas about gender inequality in An Inspector Calls?
	How does Priestley use Sheila’s change throughout the play to present his ideas?
	How does Priestley use the ending of An Inspector Calls to convey his message?
	How does Priestley present the working class in his play An Inspector Calls?




[bookmark: _Toc133412339]Poetry of Love and Relationships: English Literature Paper 2 Section B
Possible themes which could feature in exam questions: (Again, make sure you know what you would write for each of these possibilities.)
Romance, Fulfilment, Loss, Independence, Strong Bonds, Nature, Admiration, Distance, Desire, Death, Memory, Marriage, Gender, Culture, Pain, Rejection, Power and Control, Hate, Disturbed Characters, Longing, Physical attraction, Happiness, Men, Parents and Children, Separation, Family.

Make your own notes about the poems, themes, and language in the Poetry of Love and Relationships anthology below: 
[image: Love and Relationships Poetry – FlipsCo Cards]

[bookmark: _Toc133412340]Poetry of Love and Relationships Questions



	How are power and control presented in The Farmer’s Bride and one other poem?
	How is rejection presented in When We Two Parted and one other poem?
	How is separation presented in Sonnet 29 and one other poem?
	How is loss presented in When We Two Parted and one other poem?

	How is desire presented in Love’s Philosophy and one other poem?
	How is longing presented in Eden Rock and one other poem?
	How is nature presented in Winter Swans and one other poem?
	How is memory presented in Before You Were Mine and one other poem?

	How is admiration presented in Climbing My Grandfather and one other poem?
	How are parent- child relationships presented in Mother Any Distance and one other poem?
	How is marriage presented in Singh Song and one other poem?
	How is family presented in Mother any distance and one other poem?

	How are parent-child relationships presented in Walking Away and one other poem?
	How are men presented in Porphyria’s Lover one other poem?
	How are women presented in The Farmer’s Bride and one other poem?
	How are strong bonds presented in Letters From Yorkshire and one other poem?

	How is happiness presented in Singh Song and one other poem?
	How are disturbed characters presented in Porphyria’s Lover and one other poem?
	How is death presented, either symbolically or literally in Eden Rock and one other poem?
	How is gender presented in I Think of Thee and one other poem?

	How is fulfilment presented in Love’s Philosophy and one other poem?
	How is pain presented in When We Two Parted and one other poem?
	How are strong images used to convey emotion in I Think of Thee and one other poem?
	How is rejection presented in When We Two Parted and one other poem?





[bookmark: _Toc133412341]Unseen Poetry: English Literature Paper 2 Section C
As this is an UNSEEN question, there are any number of themes which could be covered. The best approach to revision for this section is to practise some unseen poetry exam questions.
Make your own notes about the key techniques used in poetry below (You can also use the questions and sentences starters listed to help you write your answer):
[image: AQA A English Literature A Level - Unseen Poetry Comparison Questions |  Teaching Resources][image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk133411860]Unseen Poetry
Those Winter Sundays

Sundays too my father got up early
and put his clothes on in the blueblack cold, 
then with cracked hands that ached 
from labor in the weekday weather made 
banked fires blaze. No one ever thanked him. 
I'd wake and hear the cold splintering, breaking. 
When the rooms were warm, he'd call,
and slowly I would rise and dress, 
fearing the chronic angers of that house, 
Speaking indifferently to him,
who had driven out the cold
and polished my good shoes as well. 
What did I know, what did I know 
of love's austere and lonely offices? 							Robert Hayden 

In Those Winter Sundays, how does the poet present the experience of being a father?
24 marks

Morning Song

Love set you going like a fat gold watch.
The midwife slapped your footsoles, and your bald cry 
Took its place among the elements. 
Our voices echo, magnifying your arrival. New statue. 
In a drafty museum, your nakedness 
Shadows our safety. We stand round blankly as walls. 
I’m no more your mother
Than the cloud that distills a mirror to reflect its own slow 
Effacement at the wind’s hand. 
All night your moth-breath
Flickers among the at pink roses. I wake to listen: 
A far sea moves in my ear. 
One cry, and I stumble from bed, cow-heavy and floral 
In my Victorian nightgown.
Your mouth opens clean as a cat’s. The window square 
Whitens and swallows its dull stars. And now you try 
Your handful of notes;
The clear vowels rise like balloons. 								Sylvia Plath

In both Those Winter Sundays and Morning Song, the speakers describe the experience of being a parent.
What are the similarities and/ or differences between the way the poets present these experiences?
8 marks
Unseen Poetry
First Frost 
A girl is freezing in a telephone booth, 
Huddled in her flimsy coat, 
Her face stained with tears
And smeared with lipstick.

She breaths on her thin little fingers, 
Fingers like ice, Glass beads in her ears, 
She has to beat way back alone, 
Down the icy street.

First frost, A beginning of losses, 
The first frost of telephone phrases, 
It is the start of winter glittering on, 
The first frost of being hurt.							Andrei Voznesensky

In First Frost, how does the poet present the experience of first love?

When You Are Old 
When you are old and grey and full of sleep,
And nodding by the fire, take down this book,
And slowly read, and dream of the soft look
Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep;

How many loved your moments of glad grace,
And loved your beauty with love false or true,
But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,
And loved the sorrows of your changing face;

And bending down beside the glowing bars,
Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled
And paced upon the mountains overhead
And hid his face amid a crowd of stars.				WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS

In both First Frost and When You are old, the speakers describe the experience of being in love.
What are the similarities and/ or differences between the way the poets present these experiences?
8 marks
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PRINCE
Rebellious subjects, enemies to peace,

Profaners of this neighbour-stained steel,—

Will they not hear? What, ho! you men, you beasts,
‘That quench the fire of your pernicious rage
With purple fountains issuing from your veins,
On pain of torture, from those bloody hands
Throw your mistemper'd weapons to the ground,
And hear the sentence of your moved prince.
‘Three civil brawls, bred of an airy word,

By thee, old Capulet, and Montague,

Have thrice disturb'd the quiet of our streets,
And made Verona's ancient citizens

Cast by their grave beseeming ornaments,

To wield old partisans, in hands as old,
Canker'd with peace, to part your canker'd hate:
If ever you disturb our streets again,

Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace.

For this time, all the rest depart away:

You Capulet; shall go along with me:

And, Montague, come you this afternoon,

To know our further pleasure in this case,

To old Free-town, our common judgment-place.
Once more, on pain of death, all men depart.
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