Ambition, Excellence, Pride
Dear Parents and Carers,
We hope that this newsletter finds you and your families well and looking forward to a festive break.
This term has seen lots of positives and I wanted to write and share some good news and recognise the hard work
that your children have put in since September. It has been another challenging term with changes in guidance,
uncertainty around what will happen in January, but as usual, our students have been phenomenal. I am proud of
every single one of them for the work that they have put in and how much they have got involved in the life of the
school.
Societies and clubs have been busy, sports’ teams have been successful, behaviour has been excellent and badges
have been flying out! In a world where there is lots of change and uncertainty, I can be confident that the students
of this school will continue to do their best and makes us, you and themselves proud.
Best wishes for Christmas and for the New Year
Natalie Wilcox and the whole team at Yate Academy

SHAPE:

Post 16 Spotlight

This term we have been working on a really important skill
across all subjects. Students have been practising speaking
clearly and have been encouraged to “SHAPE” their answers.
S – Speak in full sentences
H – Hands away from your face
A – Articulate; we never mumble
P – Project clearly and loudly for all to hear
E – Eye contact (where we can)
Communication is so important as a life skill and we recognise
that the only way to improve is to practise.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
For many people, personal circumstances have changed
significantly over the last 18 months and we want to make
sure that you are getting the support that you need.
Click here to apply online for free school meals. Vouchers
have been sent to anyone registered for FSM.
Click here to access the Pupil Premium Fund Application form
if you need support in purchasing uniform or other essential
school items

Our Sixth Formers have moved into a
new area of the school and have truly
made it their own. The study area is
well-used and we are impressed every
day with the commitment of our
students to their studies.
Post 16 enrichment and tutor sessions
have covered a wide variety of topics;
including a weekly session on current
affairs, cookery, academic reading,
DIY, work experience and voluntary
work. The Sixth Form is thriving and
continues to grow.

Year 11 Superstars
We wanted to say a huge congratulations to
our Year 11s for a fantastic set of mock
exams. We are so proud of you all and the
way you conducted yourselves through that
time.
You are all working so hard and we will
continue to support you in any way we can.
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Dates for the Fridge!

Communication:
For general contact information: Click here

Tuesday 4th January – Inset
Day for all students
Wednesday 5th January –
Year 13 Mock Exams start
Tuesday 25th January – Year 9
Options Evening
W/C 31st January – Year 10
Big Interviews
Friday 18th February – Inset
Day
Monday 28th February – Inset
Day
Friday 4th March – Year 10
and Post 16 “What Career
Event”

For Pastoral Support: Click here
To contact members of the Leadership Team and for
information about their remits: Click here

Christmas Cake Sale:
Thank you to our fantastic Year 13 students for organising
another successful cake sale. There is no doubt that the
rest of the school looks forward to the
sweet treats on offer!
Over the course of the term, students have
raised over £500 which is something
to be proud of.

Governors:
Have you ever thought about being a School Governor? Opportunities arise on a regular basis in our
schools where people’s terms come to an end. It’s a great chance to see behind the scenes of a
school and not necessarily one where your children attend. It’s so important to have a variety of
knowledge and experience to make Governing Bodies as effective as possible. If you would like to find
out more, please drop an email to info@yateacademy.co.uk

Time to celebrate:
506,250 self-quizzing questions have
been answered
10380 merits received
10,125 Positive Character Cards
distributed and signed
100s of badges and certificates earned
and given out
Over 600 cups of hot chocolate consumed
at Leap Ahead sessions!

Self-Quizzing
We self-quiz so that we can

Know more and Remember
more.
Self-quizzing every day and retrieving
those answers over time will commit that
knowledge to memory. The questions that
students answer are also used in lessons
and even in assessments so that practice
each day really does make a difference.
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World Class Student of the Month
In July 2021 you will know that we were accredited as a World Class School which is a huge accolade for
us and, in particular, for our students. This accreditation means that we can nominate students each
month who have shown real strength in a variety of areas.
In October, Ibrahim Dilber in Year 9 was nominated for the “Learner of the Month” by Miss Sharman for
the commitment that he has shown to language learning. I then received the fantastic news that he won
out of all of the nominated students across the country. I am sure you will join me in congratulating
Ibrahim on this award. Last week we, along with the World Class Ambassadors, had the opportunity to
visit the University of Oxford to receive his award and our school award. Although it was a somewhat
drizzly day, we enjoyed a brief tour of Oxford and then settled in the Sheldonian Theatre for the
ceremony.

I also wanted to inform you of the work that we are doing to support the environment. Following COP 26, we
worked with a group of students to audit what we are doing and to put together an action plan for the next steps.
I thought it would be useful to share this with you and to encourage you to talk to your children about how they
can get involved.
These are the things that we are currently doing:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ground source heating is used to heat the school.
We have 140 solar panels powering the school.
LED lights that are motion sensitive and turn off when there is no movement (after a period of time).
Auto shutdown is in place on computers which means that power is not wasted
Projectors auto shut down after ten minutes.
Computers set to go into sleep mode to conserve energy before they shut down.
Printer cartridges and toner are recycled.
Old screens, towers and other computer hardware is recycled in line with GDPR.
Cardboard and paper recycling aided by paper recycling bins.
A student printing limit is set to avoid wasted paper.
We encourage the use of reusable bags.

There is a commitment to implement the following:
Introduce separate bins for recycling waste in and around the site.
1. Reduce the single use plastic and single use cardboard cups in the canteen.
2. Eliminate the non-recyclable plastic in the canteen.
3. Encourage students to walk/ cycle to school where possible.
We will promote and celebrate the actions that our students take as well as we know that this is going to have the
biggest impact on them in the future.
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Our Year 9 and 10 Ten Tors students are showing real
commitment to complete every challenge set this
year. The training is going well and it’s great to see
them working alongside students from other schools.
We’ve even had feedback from teachers from other
schools about how fantastic they are!
Well done everyone and thanks to Mr Harris for the
excellent organisation.

Congratulations to dance star, Eve Chilcott for
bringing home medals in the Magnetar Dance
Competition: A gold and a silver medal, both in
pieces with her own choreography. We are so
proud of you!

British Acro Gymnastics
Champion:
Congratulations to Year 7 student,
Esmee Holder, who won Gold at the
British National Acro Gymnastics
Championships in November. What
an incredible achievement! Esmee
and her base partner, also called
Esme, are now the IDP 1 pair in
Britain. They have also won 3 other
competitions over the past 5 weeks,
South West regionals (which got
them through to the British
Championships), South Tyneside
International Acro Cup and the
South West Championships, this win
has gained them an entry at a
competition in January where the GB
team will be recruiting!
We are all so proud of you Esmee!
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Art Exhibition at Yate Heritage Centre
Senior Artist of the Year –
Heidi Cowley Van Eeden
Junior Artist of the Year –
Kasjana Kajak
Kingswood Rotary Artist of
the Year – Lola Murphy
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Congratulations to all students involved in the
Remembrance Day events. It was a real moment
of pride to see so many Yate Academy students
involved in the service at St. Mary’s Church and
also to hear about the fund raising carried out by
the Air Cadets.
Keep up the amazing work all of you.

